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Dear Readers:
This week, the Gazette turns over its

pages to the youth and students.
We asked principals and teachers from

area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2011 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Gazette.
Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Ga-
zette welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9415 with any questions.

— Editor Steven Mauren

Children’s Gazette 2010
Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Welcome

Hot Chocolate
Chocolate
Swirly, warm
Good, tasty, hot
Kids, drinking, happy, and more
Fun, sticky, creamy
Sweet, messy
Cocoa
— Christina Ha, 3rd grade, Woodlawn ES

All about Seasons
In Fall
In Fall leaves turn colors to yellow, red, brown,

and orange. People rake up the leaves.
Winter
It snows in the winter. People throw snowballs!
Spring
In the spring flowers grow.
Summer
In summer we go to the beach.
— Damien Trevino, 1st grade, Woodlawn ES

My Heroes
My parents are my heroes. They are my heroes

because they protect me and they love me. I am
spoiled and I like it. My parents really don’t have
to do spoil me because they give me stuff that I
don’t need. I have a lot of video games but I really
just need shelter, food, and water.

I respect my parents and love them so much. My
brother loves them too. Don’t you know he’s kind
of bad? He is spoiled too but still thinks my parents
are heroes!

I am my parents’ hero because I do the same
thing. I love them and will never let go of them. So
heroes are excellent to be and my parents will al-
ways be heroes.

— Darius Saldana, 3rd grade, Woodlawn ES

Poems

Leah Argot,
6th grade,
Belle View ES

Martin Espinola,
1st grade,
Fort Hunt ES

Katherine Reyes,
2nd grade,
Mount Vernon
Woods ES
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See Writings,  Page 20

Apples
By Fiona Cather, 5

th
 grade,

Woodley Hills ES

An apple is an amazing fruit. They
come in many different and beautiful
colors. Most apples feel the same but it is
still a shocking touch. Each apple has a
wonderful taste that will blow you away.

Apples are one of the best looking fruit
in the world. They are all heart shaped
and the bumps on the bottom help it stand
up straight. When you look at them their

skin is so glossy and shiny it seems to glow.
Their beautiful colors are also what makes
them look so good. Red, yellow, green and
gold are just some of their amazing colors.

The way apples feel is another great char-
acteristic of apples. On the outside an apple
is as smooth as a desk. When you cut open
an apple the inside feels soft and wet. In
the middle about five small black seeds lay
in a star shaped formation. Though small
the seeds feel hard as rock.

Even though they feel and look great an
apple’s taste is best of all. Most apples have
a sweet and crispy taste. There is one apple

called the sour apple that will make you
pucker. An apple is always juicy inside and
out. When you bite into an apple be careful
or you will be covered in a sticky mess!

If you do not like one type of apple try
another. They are one of the best fruits ever.
My family and I love apples. We would be
living in a tasteless world without apples.

Sorrow and Pain
By Malcolm Porterfield, 5

th
 grade,

Woodley Hills ES

It was a late afternoon Friday. I was
trudging home from school. I opened the
door and closed it. I went to see if my
mom was okay because she has cancer.
My mom was beautiful, intelligent, hu-
morous, strong, brave, and hard work-
ing.  She had brown-blackish hair, brown
glittering eyes and she was wearing her
blue night gown.

I opened my mom’s door and I saw that
my whole family was there. Grandma,
Grandpa, sister Crystal, Nay and espe

Writings

Words & Pictures

Winter mural
created by
Stratford
Landing ES 4th
and 5th Grade
Students —
Gabriel, Julian,
Hassan, and
Avery.

“Snowman Weaving” by
Ellen Fontanella, 2nd grade,
Stratford Landing ES

“Reindeer Portrait,” Student Shannon Artman, 1st grade,
Stratford Landing ES“Reindeer Portraits” by Mrs. Dittman’s 1st grade class, Stratford Landing ES

Snoopy by
Emma Klein,
6th grade,
Stratford
Landing ES
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

7950 Audubon Ave. | Alexandria, VA 22306 | 703-360-7300
www.mtvac.net | www.Facebook.com/MTVAC

At Alexandria’s Best Fitness, Spa, Tennis and Racquetball Club

Drawings

“I am playing outside in
the backyard.”
Sofia Pereira, 5, Kindergar-
ten, Hollin Meadows ES

“I am playing with my dog
and it is running after
butterflies and giving me
flowers.” Niya Gantt-Carter,
6, Kindergarten, Hollin
Meadows ES

“I am jumping in the
snow.” Yamilieth
Bermudez-Escobar, Hollin
Meadows ES

“I am collecting acorns in
my plastic bag outside.”
Natalie Goel, Hollin Mead-
ows ES

“I am sliding down a hill.”
Rylie Finnegan, Hollin
Meadows ES

“I am sledding near a
river.” Wyatt Burkhardt,
Hollin Meadows ES
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See Writings,  Page 9

Words & Pictures

Snow Land
One day I woke up and I looked

out the window it was super
snowy! Then my brother woke up
and said, “Wow!” So did I. After
breakfast my brother asked my
mom if we could play in the snow.
My mom said yes but after lunch.
So we finished our lunch and went
outside. My brother and I rolled
up some snowballs. I made a big
ball, my brother made the small
ball. We put them together to
make a snowman. We made 4
snowmen. Then we used sticks to
make houses on the ground. It was
where the snowmen lived.  We also
made snow angles, and drew a car,
an airplane, and a train in the
snow. We also put our hand in the
snow and we put our names be-
cause we were the creators.

By Roberto Pacheco,
2nd grade,

Mount Vernon Woods ES

Get Ready for …
Winter

Have you ever jumped out of
bed and looked out the window
and seen snow falling on the
ground? You want to go outside
to play, but you don’t know how
to get ready to go outside. Just
read the rest of this story to find
out…

What to Wear in Winter
In the winter you wear lots of

stuff to keep warm. In the very,
very inside you wear a short
sleeve. Then you wear a long
sleeve. Next you wear a jacket.
Then you wear a scarf. Then you
wear a hat. On the bottom your
wear pants. The last thing is to
wear an extra pair of pants to stay
really warm.

What do to when it’s Winter
Now you know how to keep

warm and on this page you are
going to learn about what to do in
winter. You guys out there read-
ing this you could do a lot of stuff
in the winter to play and have fun!
You can build a snowman, and if
you do build a snowman make
sure you make the eyes with rai-
sins, the nose with a carrot, the
mouth with raisins, the arms with
sticks, and the buttons with but-
tons. You can make snow angels
too, and you could make a snow
salad and pretend you are eating
it. Then most fun of all is to build
a snow playhouse. If you don’t
want to go outside you could stay
inside too. You could drink hot
cocoa, watch T.V., and eat a good
meal.

By Areerat Kitijarurat,
2nd grade,

Mount Vernon Woods ES

Writings

Madison Bartholf,
Woodlawn ES,
grade 1

Nathnael Belachew,
Woodlawn ES,

grade 2

Asaveon Coleman, Woodlawn ES, Grade 6 Duaa Khan, Woodlawn ES, Grade 6

Leyla Lopez, Woodlawn ES, Grade 3

Leyla Turner, Woodlawn ES,
Kindergarten

Veronica Flores, Woodlawn
ES, grade 6

George Joshua, Woodlawn
ES, grade 3
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Don’t miss this family musical!

Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street - 703-683-0496

www.thelittletheatre.com

Reserve your tickets now!

January 15 - February 5, 2011

Shoes

Bad Day
One sunny day, sunrays gleamed down on a

horrible messed up pair of shoes. They were so ugly
they made a rainy day look good. It seemed that
the shoes were used for plenty of activities. They
were ripped fro the inside. I think it is unlikely for
shoes to be ripped but then again they might have
been used for another bad reason.

One day Alex went to the store to get a new pair
of shoes. When he turned around there were a pair
of shoes in front of his face. He knew they were the

ones for him. He bought them. So he wore them
everywhere at school, store, funeral. After school
on a Tuesday he forgot that Michael’s dog comes
out and bites people he sees. So then the dog
springs out of the fence and attacks the shoes. They
are all ripped and have slobber on them. When he
got home his mother asked how was your day and
he said bad.

— Larry Almendarez, 6th Grade, Mount
Vernon Woods ES

The Hideous Shoes
One day, Junior was school shopping for his

brand new shoes. He was at the mall and spotted
a pair of brand new radiant shoes. He decided to
buy them. His mom specifically told Junior to not
wear them until the first day of school and he
promised.

One sultry afternoon, Junior invited some of his
friends to skateboard. His friends arrived and his
mom went shopping for groceries.

Since Junior’s mom wasn’t home, he decided to
wear his brand new shows and then he went to
skateboard with his friends.

While junior was skateboarding, he accidentally
dipped his shoes into dry mud but he didn’t notice.
When all his friends heard the ice cream truck, they
all went racing to get some, and while he was eat-
ing it, it was also melting and it dripped on his
shoes, but still Junior didn’t notice.

Finally Junior went back to skateboarding. He
fell and scraped his knee and his shoelaces on the
top were wearing out. He looked at his new shoes
to see if they still looked brand new and he burst
in tears and yelled, “What is my mom going to
say!?” And when his mom came back from shop-
ping, he confessed to her and she said, “Sorry but
you’re going to have to go to school like this,” and
he did.

The shoes were hideous and repulsive. Junior
learned his lesson and made sure to never do it
again, even though he was outraged.

— Cindy Sanchez, 6th Grade, Mount Vernon
Woods ES

A Crazy Night Out
Every shoe has once had a story. We all ask was

it for its beauty, its pleasure or just its foxy style.
But this shoe has a special story.

It was a sunny day at June Bug high. All the stu-
dents were doing their usual school activities,
except four girls named Jasmine, Samantha, Tracy
and Libby.

They were talking about a girls night out at the
Maryland Mall. The night to be was December 15,
1940. When the night finally arrived, the girls were
all rushing over to Jasmine’s house. When they got
to her house, they saw Jasmine rushing around the
house yelling, “I can’t find my shoes.”

Libby said, “Why don’t you use your mom’s
shoes, I don’t think she will mind.” So she rushed
to her mom’s room and she opened her mom’s
closet then she saw mountains of shoes. It didn’t
take long for her to find the right pair of shoes. Her
shoes were red with little snowflakes on them. The
shoes matched her red dress.

So off they went to the Maryland Mall. When
they got to the mall, they hit 22 stores in 20 min-
utes flat! When they were about to hit the next
store, they heard a large crack. Everybody slowly
looked at Jasmine. She looked shorter. They slowly
observed her. When they saw what was wrong they
all gasped and yelled, “What are we going to do!”
Then Libby said, “My mom’s friend is a cobbler.”

So they rushed to the cobbler’s house and when
they got to the house they knocked on the door and
a nice man answered, “How may I help you girls?”
May you help us, we have a broken heel. Sure said
the old man. After he was done the girls thanked
him. As they left they rushed home to put back the
broken shoe. When they got home they were lucky
her mom wasn’t home. The she put the repaired
shoes back in the closet and sat down to watch a
movie. When she sat down, her mom walked
straight to her room and fell asleep. Then the girls
started to giggle, then they started to watch a
movie.

The End
— Area Rheams & Lidia Medrano

Villalobos, 6th Grade, Mount Vernon Woods ES
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Words & Pictures

Pearl Harbor
When I lived in Hawaii I went to Pearl

Harbor with my grandparents. We went
to see the U.S.S. Arizona memorial. The
U.S.S. Arizona is one of the most famous
ships in Pearl Harbor. When we went to
see the U.S.S. Arizona memorial it was
sad because a lot of people died. I got to
throw flower petals where the ship sank.
There were fish swimming all around it.
Part of the ship is out of the water.

At another part of Pearl Harbor they
have a submarine that you can go inside
of. It is small—only about two people
can fit inside of the kitchen at one time.
The rooms are really small and the beds
are only about a foot wide. After that we
went to get something to eat and we
went home.

— Keagan Turner,
Woodlawn ES

My Two
Twin Kittens

I have twin kittens. Their names are
Moon and Star because one has a moon
shape on her tail and the other has a star
on her stomach. My mom loves them,
but I love them more. Do you want to
know where I got them? Well I got them
in the Virginia state shelter. I got them
for free because the kittens were not
going to survive if they were stuck in
there. So now they’re happy and big.
They are one year old and are going to
turn two this year.

The end

— Cindy Granados,
Woodlawn ES

My Fishing Trip
In Alabama, when we went fishing,

my sister caught an eel. She got scared
and my brother and I got scared too, but
my mom and sister were scared the
most. My dad was laughing really hard.
It looked like my sister was about to
scream, “What is that!” I was the first to
calm down, then my brothers, then my
sister and mom. By the time we all
calmed down, we all felt goofy to be
scared of an eel.

After my dad let it go, I was trying to
catch the eel that my sister got scared of
because it wasn’t far and I wanted to
make my sister freak out. My mom told
me to stop because she was still a little
scared.

— Jaden Maturey,
Woodlawn ES

The Snowman
The snowman stands strong, tall
It’s amazing he was once a small

snowball
He is happy, the children love him
Until…
A sunny day
The ground beneath him melts away
He gets smaller, and smaller
And then he is gone
But not for long…
Another snowy day,
He is stronger and bigger
He is happy again
Until another sunny day
When he will melt away
But don’t worry
He will be back next winter

— Abby Mills,
5th grade,

Home Schooled

Writings

Neha Farooqi, 2nd grade, Mount
Vernon Woods ES

Markell Jackson, 2nd grade, Mount
Vernon Woods ES

Ricardo Reyes, 5th grade, Mount
Vernon Woods ES

Justin Rey Tangaron, 2nd grade, Mount Vernon Woods ESJorge Miranda Perez, 6th grade, Mount Vernon Woods ES

John Rey Tangaron, 4th
grade, Mount Vernon
Woods ES

Julia Barua, 3rd grade,
Mount Vernon Woods ESJohnie Martinez, 5th grade, Mount Vernon Woods ES

Bezawit Zike, 1st grade, Mount Vernon Woods ES Giselle Orellan-Soreno, 1st grade, Mount Vernon Woods
ES
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703.768.8143
www.williamsprofessionalpainting.com

interior & exterior painting
drywall & plaster repair

carpentry
design & color consulting

gutter cleaning
sanding & staining

power washing
concrete & patio cleaning

wood rot repair

From Page 6

Words & Pictures

Animals to Hunt
There are many animals to hunt in the

woods. There are a thousand animals but
they are very smart! Animals are special in
the way they are. Did you know that we eat
animals and they eat us? It is very exciting
for a hunter when they get to kill a real
animal. Animals have to be chased and that
is like a video game. How would you feel? I
would feel good if hunting were really like
a video game. Hunting is not for people

under 7 years old, but bigger people than
that could go and have some fun. Some
people like hunting, but it is also danger-
ous too. There are many, many things to
hunt in the woods. Even in China hunting
is very fun for most people. I’m not joking.

By Yeymi Portillo Guevara,
2nd Grade, Mount Vernon Woods ES

My Aunt’s Graduation
Me and my mom and some of my aunts

and uncles went to my aunt’s graduation.

She was graduating from Strayer Univer-
sity. It felt like 2 hours or 3 when we got
there. Also when I got there, coming out of
the hotel were my cousins — their names
are Matt and Mack — and right behind them
my aunt, her name is Lisa. And on the way
we got lost because we had two directions
and we made the wrong turn. We asked a
woman for directions so we took them.
Then we got lost again.

By Kayla Grutierrez,
3rd Grade, Mount Vernon Woods ES

My Vacation
Me and my mom and brother went on a

vacation. We went to New York where I was
born. There’s a lot to do. You could shop at
the mall and stores. There are a lot of people
because it is a big city. My mom had a job
there. My family is in New York I miss New
York. I went to the beach with my family.
My vacation was the best!

By Jennifer Rubio Romero,
3rd grade, Mount Vernon Woods ES

Hunter
Baldwin,

6th grade,
Belle View

ES
Sarah
Hoback,
6th grade,
Belle View
ES

Writings
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Gallery

Brevan Collins, 2nd grade,
Fort Hunt ES Calla Totaro, 5th grade, Fort Hunt ES

Camryn Scott, 4th grade, Fort Hunt ES

Conner Borkowski, 2nd grade, Fort Hunt ES

Isabella Newman, 1st
grade, Fort Hunt ES

Janet Muriel, 2nd grade, Fort Hunt ES

Jillian Ward, 1st grade, Fort Hunt ES

Katie Goodall, 4th grade, Fort Hunt ES

John
Dinkle,
2nd grade,
Fort Hunt
ES

Tristian Dean, 3rd grade, Fort Hunt ES
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Alexandria, Virginia www.hoffmantowncenter.com

PREMIUM OFFICE SPACE
IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY
$17.50 PER SQUARE FT.
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT

703-960-4700

RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL

1600 Belle View Blvd.
Belle View Shopping Center

703-412-6066

Check Our Prices

End of Season
SALE
30-60% Off

Jewelry
Home Decor
Accessories

on selected items

By Zachary Cohn, 2nd grade, Waynewood ES

Most people think lava comes up through the
Earth and breaks the mountain top but you’re
wrong. A beast called Satra, a fire breathing beast,
will shoot a massive thing of fire when they are born.
They are born in volcanoes and will destroy the top
of the mountain. They are able to turn invisible.

Cartoon Sentinel 1 by Thomas Bruno, 3rd grade, Waynewood ES. It’s part of his photog-
raphy for his stop-motion videos.

Why Do Volcanoes Explode?
They can fly up to 25 miles an hour. They have very
sharp teeth. Only three have been discovered in three
different countries in the 4.7 billion years that the
Earth has existed. The countries are Africa, Hawaii
and Alexandria, Virginia. They have gotten a picture
but it’s not good. All they get is it’s tail. You can never
see it’s body because it’s too hard. You can only see
the tail because it’s medium hard to find!

Words & Pictures
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Computer Graphics Art

Cynthia Foulke, Mount Vernon HS

Eric Ngo, Mount Vernon HS

Graig Hunter, Mount Vernon HS

Josh Bush, Mount Vernon HS

Jalen Woody, Mount Vernon HS

Jade Winslow, Mount Vernon HS

Sam Eddy, Mount Vernon HS

Ryan Wood, Mount Vernon HS

Oscar Rodriguez, Mount Vernon HS

Kyler Sergio, Mount Vernon HS

Marissa Samuel, Mount Vernon HS

Monica Gomez, Mount Vernon HS

“Aunt Jan,” Andrew Diaz, Mount Vernon HS

“The Inner Workings of my Mind,” Brad Billings, Mount
Vernon HS

Jonathan Menendez, Mount Vernon HS
“Icarus and the Minotaur,” Valerie Rovira, Mount Vernon
HS
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Potomac

Best Wishes
For The Holidays

Photo by Louise Krafft
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Montebello Marketing Incorporated
703-548-5958         800-446-4187
LoisCRBCRS@aol.com
www.MontebelloMarketing.com

Lois M. Delaney, CRB, CRS
Real Estate Broker
Licensed in Virginia, Maryland and District of Columbia
Serving the Washington Metropolitan Area since 1978

On a Hilltop
Protected by
the Forest

Montebello
Fairfax County

The exclusive private world to which you return. Rare tranquility and city
proximity blend in this unique and private thirty-plus acre enclave adjacent to
METRO in Fairfax County. Originally named ‘Mount Eagle’ it was owned by
Lord Bryan Fairfax - an eighteenth century English nobleman turned colonial.

President George Washington’s
diary records that he paid his
last social visit at the ‘Mount
Eagle’ mansion. Today this his-
toric site, ensconced amid con-
venient and notable neighbors,
may serve as your aerie over
the nation’s capital.

Bryant High School

“What Gives Me Light,” Ceramic Lamp
Bases, Bryant Alternative High School

“My Village in Ethiopia,” Watercolor
Painting, Bryant Alternative High School

“Personality in Nature,” Mixed Media,
Bryant Alternative High School

“What Gives
Me Light,”

Ceramic Lamp
Base, Bryant

Alternative
High School
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The True Meaning
Of Christmas

By Anastasia Pierce, Walt Whitman MS
December 22
“Oh, boy! It’s almost Christmas!” I screamed as

I ran down the aisle at Wal-Mart.
I was having a blast! It was so exciting! Christ-

mas was in three days! I’ll get thousands of
presents, and I won’t even have to share with my
little sister Jessie. She always ruins my make-up,
my Barbies, and my clothes. Well, I’m getting tired
of it; she’ll never ruin my stuff again!

Christmas, December 25
“MOM! DAD! WAKE UP! TIME TO OPEN PRE-

SENTS! Jessie? COME ON!” I screamed as I ran
down the stairs.

I got to the tree and looked for my pile . . . but
all the tags said “Jessie.” Maybe mine were in the
kitchen. I went in to check and - nothing. My mom
came in seconds later.

“Where are my presents?” I cried.
“Well, I guess Santa had a naughty list and you

were on it,” my mom said with no emotion.
“What? How? How am. . . Am I NAUGHTY?” I

screamed.
Then Jessie walked in with a box in her hand.
“Here, open mine,” she said with a wide smile

on her face.
“But I’m always mean to you! Why are you be-

ing nice to me? Why would you give me one of your
presents?” I asked.

“Because we’re sisters, that’s why. You’re my best
friend! Of course, I’ll share with you,” she said with
an even wider smile on her face.

“Awww. Little sister!  I love you. You can have
anything of mine. Let’s go watch you open your
presents,” I said, with tears welling in my eyes.

I was shocked at what I saw when we walked
into the living room. There were more presents
under the tree, all with my name on them!

There was also a letter.  It said:
Dear Christine,
You’ve learned the true meaning of Christmas, and

I have put you back on the nice list.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Santa

Snowflakes
By Elizabeth Craine, Walt Whitman MS
Snowflakes dance upon the wind,
Spinning, swirling through the air,
Their arms stretch out to the others,
But to us it is nothing but a speck.
Slowly landing upon a green pine,
Its delicate structure resting upon the needle,
And then another falls upon it,
Then another, and another,
Until the first is covered up by its brethren.
Then the snow begins to melt,
The pattern dissolves into nothingness,
Until it is but a droplet of water,
Weaving its way down the thin leaf,
Dropping onto the ground where more snow

falls,
And when it settles down on the white,
It will freeze over,
Until it is snow once more.

Christmas Wake-Up Call
By Joseph Hood, Walt Whitman MS
You’re in your bed sleeping and having dreams,
when you suddenly realize that today is the day,
the one special day of the year.
Tossing your covers off, you get up and out of

the bed.
Full of excitement, you rush down the stairs and

run to the room, then stop.
You gaze in excitement at the tree with the col-

ored boxes in different sizes underneath,
at all the funny balls and glass decorations.
You look outside and all you see is white.
It is snowing!
This is a wake-up call to go downstairs and have

a Christmas surprise.

Santa’s Secret Wish
By Alhassan Kamara, Walt Whitman MS
To be loved, you must love back.
To get recognition, you must give it.
To have faith, you must show your faith.
To enjoy the season, you must enjoy the people

around you.
To make Santa happy, you must be happy!

Words & Pictures

Angel Baca-Fuentes, 4th grade,
Woodley Hills ES

Ayotunde Adeleke, 4th grade,
Woodley Hills ES

Beatriz Gomez, 5th
grade, Woodley Hills ES

Sean Robinson, 4th grade, Woodley
Hills ES

Maria Torro-Gallo, 4th
grade, Woodley Hills ES

Kenia Montano-Villegas,
5th grade, Woodley Hills
ES

Al-Ameen Baido, 5th
grade, Woodley Hills ES

Michael Segura, 4th grade,
Woodley Hills ES

Mercedes Asiedu, 4th grade,
Woodley Hills ES

Yael Cortes-Nava, 4th grade,
Woodley Hills ES

Lesly Martinez-Contreras, 4th
grade, Woodley Hills ES

Kyla Valenti, 4th grade, Woodley
Hills ES

Casey Zanowic, 4th grade, Woodley
Hills ES

Andhy Lopez-Hidalgo,
4th grade, Woodley
Hills ES

Ashley Estrada, 4th
grade, Woodley Hills
ES

Carlos Peres-
Reyes, 4th grade,
Woodley Hills ES

Doris Lainez-
Martinez, 4th
grade, Woodley
Hills ES

Lesley Pena-
Revelo, 4th grade,
Woodley Hills ES
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Jefferson Funeral Chapel

703-971-7400

Please call for your free brochure
at no obligation to you.

5755 Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22315

Funeral & Cremation
Services

• Local Family OwnedOperated.
• Convenient to Neighborhoods.
• New Facility/ Full Service Funeral Home

 with Traditional Chapel and Large     
 Visitation Rooms.

• Substantial Savings without Sacrificing the 
   Quality of Caring Service.
• Courtliest and Professional Caring Staff.

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
b

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (starts Sept. 12)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
(Just Outside Ft. Belvoir’s Walker Gate)

Office: 703-780-3081 • www.StJamesMV.org

8 AM - Holy Eucharist - no music
All Education programs – 9:00 AM
10:15 AM - Holy Eucharist - music

St. James’
Episcopal Church

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

BJ R, 6th grade, Browne Academy

Words & Pictures

I Blink
I Blink
Waiting.
Wishing I was elsewhere.
Drumming my pencil.

I Blink,
Transported to an island.
Palm Trees sway.
A cool breeze in the wind.

I Blink,
On a submarine.
Rocking back and forth.
Slicing through the water.

I Blink,
Now a spaceship.
Gliding with the stars.
Searching for new galaxies.

I Blink,
Back home now.
Waiting.
School will never end.
I Blink …0

— Kelly Thompson

O’Meara,

age 13
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Gallery

Nick Oldham, 5th grade,
Fort Hunt ES

Kate Wimbish, 5th grade,
Fort Hunt ES

Luis Reyes,
1st grade,
Mount
Vernon
Woods ES

Nathaniel McGraw Doyle, 1st grade,
Mount Vernon Woods ES

Laura Serrano-Pineda, 1st grade,
Mount Vernon Woods ES

Noorjahan Sheikh,
6th grade, Mount
Vernon Woods ES

Zeenat Omar, 6th grade,
Mount Vernon Woods ES

Aidan Kwelberg, 1st grade, Woodley Hills ES

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Gymboree Play & Music, Hiring
◆ PT Play and Art Teachers ◆

Train now to begin Jan. 3rd. Chantilly, 
Burke, Alexandria. Weekday a.m. 

and/or afternoons. Art, Child Dev., or 
preschool ed. or experience preferred. 

Call  703-836-2277 for interview details, 
or read detailed ad on craigslist.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

GET HIRED!
Dental, Medical & Pharmacy Staff 

Trainees

Needed now!!
No Experience Necessary.

Medical, Dental Facilities & Pharmacies 
NOW HIRING.

Local Job Placement & Training 
Available

1-(800)-381-1734
CTO SCHEV 

EDUCATION TRAINING
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Friendly Painting &
Construction

friendlypnc.yc@gmail.com

No Job Too Small or Big
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Class A Lic. VA & MD • Fully Insured & Bonded
703–425–3600

•Prof. Painting Residential/Commercial
•Kitchens, Baths, Basements, Remodeling

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot , Roofing & Siding
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

Firewood
Seasoned
High quality

Full & half cords
800-927-5102
Next day delivery

Landsdownlandscaping@
yahoo.com

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T Mobility is proposing to modify an existing wireless tele-
communications facility on an existing building located at 6040 
Richmond Highway, Alexandria, Fairfax County, VA. Three 
new  LTE  antennas,  at  a centerline height of  95-feet, and six 
radio-head antennas will be mounted on the existing rooftop 
penthouse. Additionally, one new equipment cabinet and GPS 
antenna will be placed on the existing platform on the building 
rooftop.  Any  interested  party  wishing  to   submit   comments 
regarding the potential effects the proposed facility may have 
on any historic property may do so by sending such comments 
to: Project 61107411-JLD c/o EBI Consulting, 6876 Susque-
hanna  Trail   South,  York,  PA  17403,   or   via  telephone   at
(717) 779-9683.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6.....Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4.....Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6.........Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.........Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2...............Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...............Wed @ 1:00
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/

Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria

Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

LANDSDOWN TREE REMOVAL
24 HOUR 7 DAYS

Emergency Tree Removal
Tree Removal, Pruning,

Tree Hazard Assessments
Insurance Appraisals

Licensed & Insured

800-927-5102

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE
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From Page 4

cially my mom, but something was dif-
ferent about my mom. Her eyes were
closed. I couldn’t see her glittering eyes
anymore.

“NO! NO!” I said mournfully. Me and
my sister exchanged depressed looks. I
walked over to her, brushed her hair out
of the way. I kissed her and said, “I’m
sorry and I love you.”

That same afternoon, the ambulance
was here. “Why are they taking her
away?” I said in a croaky voice.  “Because
they’re going to burn her into ashes,” my
Grandpa said looking back.  “Nooooo you
can’t take her!” I said. I scurried past
them, I accidentally touched the gurney
and I got rust on my hand. I went to wash
my hands when suddenly, I saw a note. I
walked over to it. On the cover it had
my mom’s picture and it also said, “Smile,
Laugh, Dance, Love.” On the back it said,
“Sunrise 1976, Sunset 2008.” I opened
it and it read:

 “Smile, it’s what Kim did the best.

Laugh until your stomach hurts, it’s a
good workout.

Dance like you’ve got rhythm even if you
don’t.

And most of all, please love, love hard,
love like you’ve never been hurt before and
never regret a second.

Smile, Laugh, Dance, Love.
Always,
Kimmy”

The Lightning Racer
By Margaret Virostek, 5

th
 grade,

Woodley Hills ES

The best roller coaster at Hershey Park is
The Lightning Racer. The screams and all
the other noise was so loud. It felt so cool
riding on it. The structure of the coaster is
so awesome.

The noise was so loud in line and on the
ride. The coaster is a race, so people were
chanting thunder and lightning. The
screaming people were really loud not the
loudest noise I heard. I thought the loudest

noise was the roaring coaster.
The feeling on the ride was crazy. The best

feeling is the wind in your face. The only
bad feeling I felt is that my belly goes up
and down. After the ride you feel really
dizzy.

If you look at the roller coaster you will
be really excited. The coaster is big and
wooden. I went at night, so the lights were
beautiful. Also I saw a bunch of hands raised
on the big drops.

It was really fun. My sister Lauren felt
really dizzy towards the end. The coaster
was so cool I went on twice. My other sis-
ter was scared. I went with my cousin Nate,
my brother and my sister. That was the best
coaster ever.

Ice Cream
By Qwenada Moore, 5

th
 grade,

Woodley Hills ES

One of my best-liked desserts is ice cream.
Ice cream is so good, the first time you see
it, you want to eat it. There are so many

different flavors and toppings. It has a
lot of textures, too.

Ice cream is my favorite dessert be-
cause when you look at it, it makes your
mouth water. It looks cold and creamy
with stacks of chocolate, strawberry, and
vanilla ice cream. It has many toppings.
My favorite toppings are chocolate syrup
and sprinkles.

Ice cream tastes creamy and sweet es-
pecially with chocolate syrup. My favor-
ite flavors are vanilla and strawberry. I
like to eat chocolate once in a while and
strawberry and vanilla most of the time.
My favorite combination is chocolate and
vanilla stacked with chocolate syrup.

Ice cream has different textures. It feels
bumpy with sprinkles. It also feels soft,
creamy, and smooth with no topping. It’s
cold and thick, and watery when it is
melting.

Ice cream is delicious because there are
so many different flavors. It’s my most
favorite dessert I’ve ever eaten. It makes
a good cold dessert for the summer time.
I love ice cream!

Abdul Collison-Cofie, 1st grade, Woodley Hills ES

Maryam El-Ghazali, 1st grade, Woodley Hills ESKimberly Lizama, 1st grade, Woodley Hills ES

Victoria Teo-Estrada, 1st grade, Woodley Hills ES

Words & Pictures

Writings
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20% Off
in-plant cleaning

through
Jan. 8, 2011

Rug Repairs

10% Off
all in-plant repairs

through
Jan. 8, 2011

Wall to Wall Steam
Any 3 Areas

139. 400 sq ft
4 to 6 Areas

199. 800 sq ft
6 to 8 Areas

299. 1,000 sq ft
Offer good through 1/8/11.

Not valid with any other offers.

 Happy
Holidays!

A Wish for Peace
My wish for the world would be everlasting and un-

conditional peace. Dictionary.com defines peace as, “a
state of mutual harmony between people or groups.”
The idea of world peace is a bit of a cliché. However,
this idea can be achieved if everyone viewed each other’s
differences as advantages. For example, if someone is
unfamiliar with a certain religion, he or she may ask an
individual who studies that religion about the subject.
This kind of dialogue would allow a further understand-
ing of that religion in our daily lives. In addition, a
community practicing that religion would be interested
to know that others are interested in their society and
in understanding their traditions and customs.

World peace also means having happiness, freedom,
and empathy among individuals. By stating the word
empathy, I imply that not everyone may agree on one
ideal or another. If everyone practices the idea of com-
passion and understanding towards others, we will not
only feel a new understanding for those individuals, but
we will be able to truthfully respect their differences, as
well as their similarities.

The majority of individuals may believe the idea of
world peace to be the opposite of war, which is wholly
correct. The idea also means to value others who may
not have the same preferences or beliefs as you. While
you may not understand how someone else may have a
certain faith that you do not possess, you need to keep
in mind that everyone is diverse through background
and ideas. After all, if we all enjoyed the same luxuries,
life would be tiresome and monotonous. Remember,
some of the greatest inventions and ideas came from in-
dividuals with various minds and perspectives.

— Alexandra Cline, Browne Academy

The Prestige
There are always three parts to an illusion:
The Pledge
The magician shows you something—
A deck of cards; a man
Asks if it is out of the ordinary,
And promises to amaze you.
The Turn

Words & Pictures

The magician takes something ordinary,
And does something extraordinary.
Now you are looking for a secret,
But you will never find it.
You aren’t really looking
Because you don’t really want to know.
You don’t want to figure it out;
You want to be fooled,
To be tricked by the illusion,
To believe that it’s not an illusion.
Then there is the hardest part;
The third act
Because you always need to bring it back.
They call it
The Prestige.

— Amanda Keiser, 8th grade, Browne Academy

Homeless
This homeless person on the street,
I see him every day.
He carries everything he has,
not knowing where to stay.
I always want to say to him,
don’t worry it’s ok.
How did he get there?
I’ll never know;
I just have to give thanks and pray.
No one ever knows how their life will turn out,
so they spend every moment,
trying to find out.
Whenever a gift or opportunity comes around,
remember that homeless person.
He had a life and then he lost it,
not knowing what to do next.
Be grateful that you have a life,
And will do your absolute best,
to make every moment count and every moment last.

— Charlotte S., Browne Academy

See
Can you see?

See Words & Pictures,  Page 22
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From Page 21

Words & Pictures

I can see everything up high.
But what would it be if you and me

couldn’t see?
It’d be a definite mystery.
We couldn’t see the birds fly high in

the sky.
Or read the words that want to make

us cry.
Watch the people we love pass by.
Or most importantly, watch ourselves

strive to the sky.
— Francesca Coe, 7th grade,

Browne Academy

Six Million Voices
Lost: I Am One
Found

Just for being different,
Just for practicing a religion,
We didn’t get a say in what we

thought, or we wouldn’t live —
Get taken away from homes and fam-

ily and friends.
Might not even make it to where we

were supposed to go,
But I survived.
Most didn’t.
Under control by men with blue eyes

and blond hair,
The “ideal” people.
Where we lived for months was bru-

tal,
Challenging,
And we fought our own war each and

every day.
Trapped behind a large fence and

couldn’t get past it.
I had my own number for identifica-

tion.
That pointed out what we are,
Jews.
We didn’t get a say, no one could hear

our voice.
No one cared about our voices lost.
Six million voices are lost.
This is was the Holocaust.
Yet, I am one found.

— Hannah Miller, Browne
Academy

Knowing Love
Only when love’s last breath is near
Or absent in closeness,
Do we realize the extent,
Or rather profound presence, of love
That we feel painfully
Inside us.
And we hensthforth should cherish
Every bit of it;
For as fast as fate may gift it,
It may just as quickly take it away,
So I say leave loved ones with loving

words
And leave with loving replies

— Iliana Herrman, 8th grade,
Browne Academy

Gatsby
Oh, Gatsby you fool!
Have you not heard what they said?
You were a fool to fall for her,
Thinking Daisy would be yours.
She’s not worth it, I told you,
But you would not stop.
You wanted to achieve your dream.
I applaud you for that.
Going after your American Dream.
If you hadn’t got
Caught up in it all,
You would still be here.
You loved too much!
You loved Daisy,
A price that was too high.
Your dream was not achieved,
But it will live on.
You will not be forgotten or missed;
I will remember your dream.

— Jeremy Jackson, Browne
Academy

Evelyn Nunez-Benitez, 3rd grade, Mount Vernon Woods ESPatricia Garcia, 3rd grade, Mount Vernon Woods ES

Skylar Gallahan, 5th grade,
Woodley Hills ES

Jose Castillo-Garcia, 5th
grade, Woodley Hills ES

Nieda Munoz, 5th grade,
Woodley Hills ES

Marilyn Bonilla, 3rd grade,
Mount Vernon Woods ES

Aren Alvarado-Monjaras,
5th grade, Woodley Hills ES

Gaby Garcia-Torres, 5th
grade, Woodley Hills ES

Linda Gallo-Oseguera, 4th
grade, Woodley Hills ES

Wilmer Amaya, 4th grade,
Woodley Hills ES

My Trip to Africa or
so I Thought

I looked around the room. Nothing
seemed unusual, but then a mysterious
man came out of the dark. And he
grabbed me but I freed myself and as it
all was happing I was transported to
Africa. I met a guy and we went on an
elephant ride back to his house. It was
amazing how it all happen so fast. While
I was riding the elephant the trees were
swaying back and forth. And it made a
great breeze. “It felt so good.” The man
said I had to find the “Blue Brick” which
is a sacred stone. So I headed out the
find the stone. It took me hours. I
searched up and down. I searched side
to side. But when I finally found it I took
it back to the man and he said it was the
wrong stone so I went and searched
again. Then I took the new stone back
to the man and he said to make a wish.
I closed my eyes and made a wish and
when I opened my eyes I was at home.
I was so happy to be at home. So I
jumped on my bed and laughed so hard

that my face turned bright red. Within
five minutes my mom came in and said
what is wrong with you. I said I was in
Africa all morning. But it turned out I
was just dreaming. I was so amazed
because it felt so real and life like. The
next morning I went to school and told
everyone about my dream and how it
felt so real. I wish I could go to Africa for
real one day.

 Sydnee Bryant, 6th grade,
Browne Academy

The Storm
Softly and slowly
The rain begins
A gentle pitter-patter
On the white stone walk
Then the trees start to sway
And the wind starts to howl
Like a lonely coyote
Who’s lost a good friend
Thunder and lightening
Have a huge fight
Their tempers flare
And the Sun disappears
Finally, late at night,

The moon shows its face
The stars start to twinkle
And everything is calm
— Savannah J., 7th grade, Browne

Academy

My Special Place
I have a place
Inside my head
Where I can go
Without leaving my bed
I’m in the woods
With enemies near
I’ll use this sharp stick
To jab as a spear
I have a tree
It’s my lookout post
You’d better look up
Otherwise you’re toast
There is a ditch
With wide, steep banks
I lay across it
Some thick, wooden planks
Then the woods
Start to fade away
Now I have to wait
Until another day
— Savannah J., 7th grade, Browne

Academy

Courageous Carrie
Courageous Carrie had
An outrageous friend
Named Harry
He wasn’t much fun
He didn’t even like to run
Then Courageous Carrie
Met vivacious Mary
But she was too spunky
And was too chunky
To fly or even jump up high
So what could
Courageous Carrie do
She got back with
Outrageous Harry.

— Katherine Kiklis, 6th grade,
Browne Academy
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